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he had appeared " clean-shaven, eyes alive and scintillating; smartly dressed, even dapper. He speaks with his habitual precision, incisively/' His final speech from the dock was logical and defiant: " If you acquit me, you will please me because you restore me to my work and to society ! If you condemn me you do me an honour !"
The day following his release from prison on March iath, 1912, a banquet was given for him by his Forli comrades. Various tributes showed the high regard in which he was held. The Avanti ! wrote : " Comrade Mussolini left the prison this morning more Socialist than ever. We saw him in his humble home with his small family, which he adores, and we stayed a short while with him. He has not suffered at all physically because of his imprisonment. Numerous telegrams of congratulations and praise from every part of Italy have reached him/'
The Lotta welcomed back its leader. 'And La Soffitta ( The Attic '), the weekly organ of the revolutionary wing of the Socialist Party, published an article signed with the letter ' V/ Here Mussolini was described as the ' Duce'